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!6 4 POLITICAL SCIENCE QUARTERLY [Vol. XXXII 

Customary Acres and Their Historical Importance. By Fred- 
erick Seebohm. New York, Longmans, Green and Company, 
1914. — xiii, 274 pp. 

These unfinished essays are a labyrinth of detail. Nowhere in the 
text or in a table are the facts gathered together so as to be easily 
comprehensible, and the cautious inferences expressed by the author 
are evidently but a small portion of what was in his mind. The prom- 
ised chapter showing ' ' how far further light has been shed by the facts 
examined upon the position of the open-field system of husbandry as 
an important factor in economic history," was never written. 

It will be remembered that Dr. Seebohm held the view that the 
manor could not have been derived from the tribal systems of land- 
holding in Britain, but was the result of conquest. The first part of 
this volume is devoted to the presentation of evidence of continuity 
between tribal agriculture and the village community. Whatever 
changes conquest made in the organization, the ancient system of agri- 
culture was retained in part, at least. The eight-ox plow team serves 
as the connecting link between the two systems. 

The most striking fact established in the second part of the book is 
the identity of the old English mile and the Gallic leuga. Seventeenth- 
century itineraries and old mile-stones show that the itinerary measure 
of ancient Britain was the same as that of ancient Gaul. Great em- 
phasis is also given to the study of a group of customary acres which 
is traced through Britain and Armorica back to the plains of the Danube, 
and by another route into the Po Valley. The mathematical relation 
between these acres is such as to constitute evidence for some sort of 
historical connection between the peoples who settled these regions. 
The Armorican and British acres are equal in area but different in form . 
No explanation of this difference is given. 

The book abounds in metrological facts whose historical signifi- 
cance, if they have any, is not explained. For instance, the square of 
the furrow of the Breton arpent'xa. its normal form of 1x5 contains 9 
Egytian khets. This furrow is, moreover, equal to one-tenth of one-half 
of the diagonal of the square leuga. The furrows of most of the custom- 
ary acres are even divisions of the leuga or of the diagonal of the square 
leuga. Some of these facts are undoubtedly important. It remains 
for a competent student to organize and interpret this collection of 
material before its historical value can be known. 

Harriett Bradley. 

Columbia University. 



